Ridge Vents

The amount of venting depends upon the size

of the roof, roof design/structure, (attic
present or not, etc.) as well as local climatic
conditions. Check with your local building
official for requirements in your area. One
rule of thumb for venting the attic area is 1

square foot per 150 square feet of floor area.

One half of this (1/2 square foot per 75
square feet of floor area) amount should be
in the soffit or eave and one half (75 square
feet) in the roof system. In the case of a
balanced system 1 square foot per 300
square feet of floor area may be adequate
ventilation. Check with your local building
code official.

Low Slope (6:12 or less)

The CSSB recommends the installation of
ridge ventilation product that allows for

installation of pre-manufactured ridge applied

over the vent material. There are many
manufacturers of this design.

Steep Slope (8:12 or greater)

On steep slope roofs, the correct ridge

ventilation products can actually facilitate the

ease of installation of Certi-label® ridge
units. Always follow the manufacturer’s
installation instructions. The predominant
ridge material manufactured today is for a
low slope roof. However, by using a ridge
ventilation product that is malleable and at
least 8 1/2" wide, the material can be
installed across the minimum 3" of air space
at the ridge to create a shallowing of the
slope at the ridge. Care must be taken to
caulk the ridge ventilation material to the
Certi-label® shakes or shingles. Proper
nailing of the ridge units will create a
serviceable application.

Severe Climate Areas

In all wind driven snow areas, the proper
ridge ventilation product should have a
screening effect to prevent snow infiltration
(not louvered or baffled).
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Figure 16: Ridge Ventilation Detail

TIPS

Check fastener requirement for your location (i.e. salt water proximity or
not.) Nails must be stainless steel Type 316 in locations within fifteen (15)
miles of salt water. For locations outside the salt water zone - nails must
be stainless steel, Type 304, Type 316, or hot-dipped galvanized with a
coating weight of ASTM A 153 Class D (1.0 oz/ft’).

Cedar needs to breathe. If spray foam or foam boards are required to be
applied to the bottom of the solid plywood sheathing (not spaced
sheathing), it is strongly recommended to consult a building envelope
specialist for potential issues of condensation and ultimate
biodegradation of the solid plywood sheathing.

Check with building code official for local jurisdiction requirements




